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BODIES, EOUNDARIES & BELONGING

Week of April 7
1 Corinthians 11:17-34"

\

Overview

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians addresses needs and problems specific to that local church. But for a
2000-year-old letter, many of the topics will ring true to us today as well. Cultural diversity and
religious pluralism were obvious in 1%t Century Corinth and are also rampant in our 21 century world.
Paul cares deeply about both right living and right thinking for Christians, and so should we. In the last
half of the letter, Paul sets some boundaries for how we behave in the body of Christ, emphasizing
actions which build up the church and further the gospel. Keeping these themes in mind will help you
understand the “why” behind Paul’s guidance and admonitions to the Corinthian Christians.

Group Objectives
Relationships and Life Transformation are the primary purposes of community groups.
e Reflect on this past Sunday’s message and other devotional reading.
e Pray together and provide encouragement for other group members...how can you “build one
another up” this week?
e Pray for God’s call to reach your “one more.”

DNA statement(s) tie-in
e We are On Mission to Reach One More. Every person matters to God, so every person matters
to us. God invites every one of us to join him in his great mission to reach one more — one more
coworker, neighbor, family member, and friend.
e We do Life Together. “Community” is our middle name. Every person of every generation is
wanted, needed, and known. And there’s always room for one more.

Conversation Starters
e What stood out to you from this week’s sermon?
e Tell us about the best or worst dinner party you have attended. What made it either good or
bad?

Listening to God
e Where did you experience God last week?
e How were you able to join God on mission?

' This discussion guide was written by Rachel Vaughn and edited by Dawn Gentry. For additional content, see the sermon
online and the reading plan found here.


https://www.cccomaha.org/messages?sapurl=LythNWE4L2xiL2xpLytlNTY5YzE1P2VtYmVkPXRydWUmcmVjZW50Um91dGU9YXBwLndlYi1hcHAubGlicmFyeS5saXN0JnJlY2VudFJvdXRlU2x1Zz0lMkJlNTY5YzE1
https://www.cccomaha.org/messages?sapurl=LythNWE4L2xiL2xpLytlNTY5YzE1P2VtYmVkPXRydWUmcmVjZW50Um91dGU9YXBwLndlYi1hcHAubGlicmFyeS5saXN0JnJlY2VudFJvdXRlU2x1Zz0lMkJlNTY5YzE1
https://www.cccomaha.org/discussion/2023/12/14/1-corinthians-series-that-messed-up-church

Learning from God’s Word: Bible Study Discussion

For the early church, the “Lord’s Supper” was very different from modern Communion practices. Rather
than a formal portion of a worship service, it was common for believers to share a meal when they
gathered. Paul’s primary concern for the Corinthians is a lack of consideration for each other. Watch for
his use of sarcasm and rhetorical questions as he tries to help the Corinthians understand the true
purpose of communing together as the body of Christ.

Read 1 Corinthians 11:17-34

e What stood out to you from these verses as we read them?

e What is the significance of sharing a meal together? Why is Paul so concerned with the
Corinthians’ hospitality towards each other?

e We often read v. 23-26 when we share Communion. How do these verses strike you differently
when read in context?

e Based on the context, what does Paul mean by eating the bread or drinking the cup of the Lord
“in an unworthy manner”?

e How do you react to Paul’s description of God’s discipline (v. 30-31)? How can we correctly
understand this verse in light of its context and the entirety of scripture (i.e., Matt. 4:23, John
5:24, Heb. 12:11)?

Reach One More Practice
e This week encourage one another with stories of how your “one more” conversations are
bearing fruit. What progress has been made in these relationships since Easter?
e How can you share a meal with your one more this week?

Prayer Prompts
¢ Invite members of the group to share requests.
e Allow time for silent reflection on the following prompts.
o Lord, thank you for the church. Give us eyes to see each other with the same compassion
and grace you have bestowed on us, and may we be known as people who love one
another. Amen.

For further study
e For more about sharing a meal as a spiritual practice, consider these books:
o Bread and Wine: A Love Letter to Life Around the Table with Recipes, by Shauna
Niequist (Zondervan, 2020).
o We Will Feast: Rethinking Dinner, Worship, and the Community of God, by Kendall
Vanderslice (Eerdmans, 2019).
e For more about the Reach One More initiative, see www.reachonemore.cccomaha.org.
e For practical ideas you can implement as you reach one more, see
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzdVE7HNsqM-FEzli5Etuzj379W7kUsxO
e Bible Project Videos: Guide to 1st Corinthians: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/1-
corinthians/
¢ Right Now Media Series — “Bible Backroads” — great background on Corinth, suitable for
families: https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/806863
e Ben Witherington, A Week in the Life of Corinth
e NT Wright, 1 Corinthians (N. T. Wright For Everyone commentary series)
e Anthony Thiselton, 1 Corinthians: A Shorter Exegetical and Pastoral Commentary

Some copies of these books may be available at the CCC resource booth to purchase on-site.


https://www.amazon.com/Bread-Wine-Letter-Around-Recipes/dp/0310361095/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2P0XR84PN4297&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Ap_8Lh7eaJE08k-kkBKmaKjdp7B_WkPsx7CMPOVIQEeUi3_WDbr--55VeUJn9NVrp1mUaja40DNw5MxwR48xrL8gQKrZNYz6AGPnSAzRF4l46m_EOHi4V7cV6tXSdTNGNNqSAbmY_s0EUYSKkj2sT5SjeLtMH4-zz_zZ3Hu-t-M.2OZ_MknEOQnvo3n8eYLyGpmb2k_kG6dNERbDUoGtVuo&dib_tag=se&keywords=bread+and+wine+shauna+niequist&qid=1711394389&sprefix=bread+and+wine%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/We-Will-Feast-Rethinking-Community/dp/0802876307/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2MSJ4I2ID0765&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.3oFYKjGPy4aoMtuvft-xZnyPzfJsaV6LyePIykBn1OA.BfSouLBsAsOx2bm3BBPo41k7Gj4z8TYOUUL5YakA5hA&dib_tag=se&keywords=we+will+feast+by+kendall+vanderslice&qid=1711394845&sprefix=we+will+feast%2Caps%2C111&sr=8-1
http://www.reachonemore.cccomaha.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLzdVE7HNsqM-FEzIi5Etuzj379W7kUsxO
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/1-corinthians/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/1-corinthians/
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/806863

